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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  HANDBOOK
BRUNEI

Disclaimer: This IP HANDBOOK is intended to provide general guidelines only and not advice with regard 
to speci�c cases. The information given is non-exhaustive. Please also note that the relevant law and its 
interpretation are subject to change. 
You should contact us for advice speci�c to your own situation. Whilst every e�ort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of the information, Pintas IP Group shall not be responsible for any inaccuracies or 
omissions, however caused therein. Nor can any responsibility be accepted for any loss or damage to any 
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Legisla�on
Trade Marks Act (Cap 98– Revised edi�on 2000), Trademark (Importa�on of Infringing Goods) 
Regula�ons (Revised Edi�on 2000), Trademark Rules (Revised Edi�on 2000).

Defini�on
A trademark is defined as any visually percep�ble sign capable of being represented graphical-
ly and capable of dis�nguishing goods or services of one undertaking from those of other 
undertakings. A trade mark may, in par�cular, consist of words (including personal names), 
designs, le�ers, numerals, or the shape of goods or their packaging.

Since 2017, Brunei Darusssalam can now accept registra�on for non-tradi�onal marks: smell, 
sound and taste - so long as an applicant can visually represent the product’s mark in wri�ng.

Criteria
• To be registrable, a trademark must be new (ie: there is no iden�cal or confusingly similar 
mark in the same class by another applicant) and dis�nc�ve.
• Shape, colour and aspects of packaging are registrable in Brunei. There is also provision for 
the protec�on of well-known trademarks.
• Service marks are registrable. Mul�-class applica�ons, divisional applica�ons, merger of 
applica�ons and registra�ons are also available in Brunei.

Membership
√ - Paris Conven�on 
√ - Madrid Protocol

Rule of Priority
The first user of a mark is en�tled to its registra�on in Brunei. Classifica�on is iden�cal with 
interna�onal classifica�on.

Dura�on and Renewal
Under the old law, trademark are viable for an ini�al period of seven years and renewable for 
a further period of fourteen years. A�er the amendment to Brunei's trademarks law on 1 June 
2000, a 10-year term of renewal will be granted where the renewal falls due on or a�er 1 June 
2000. The old 14-year term will be granted only if the renewal fell due before 1 June 2000.
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Applica�on
Every applicant is required to submit an 
applica�on with the Brunei Trademark 
Office.

Examina�on
On submission of the applica�on, the 
Trademarks office will examine the 
applica�on for statutory compliances. 
Such examina�ons could lead to office 
ac�ons. Applicants will be informed and 
also given an opportunity to reply to 
such office ac�ons.

Publica�on
A trademark which passes through 
examina�on be published in the govern-
ment gaze�e subject to the sa�sfac�on 
of the registrar.

Opposi�on
Third par�es can oppose the applica�on 
within three months of publica�on.

Registra�on
If the opposi�on to the registra�on is 
resolved in favour of the applicant, or if 
there are no opposi�on,the trademark 
will be registered and a registra�on 
cer�ficate will be issued. 
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Procedures Filing Requirements
The following informa�on and/or 
documents are required to file an 
applica�on for a trademark applica-
�on in Brunei:-

• Applica�on form.

• A clear representa�on of the trademark.

• The full name, na�onality and registered 
address of the applicant.

• A list of goods or services (which closely 
follow the Nice Interna�onal Classifica�on).

• Descrip�on of claim if colour or a combi-
na�on of colour or a combina�on of colours 
is claimed as Trademark.

• For marks that contain non-English words, 
a cer�fied translitera�on and transla�on.

• If conven�on priority is claimed, a cer�fied 
copy of the priority.
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Documents Remarks Time of Filing
Power of A�orney and 

statement of mark owner Cer�fied

Mark in the form of foreign 
characters has to be 
accompanied with 

translitera�on in English

Cer�fied by Translator 2 months from filing

Basic Requirements

Documents To Be Furnished
For Filing Trade / Service Mark Application
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Priority documents

Documents Remarks Time of Filing
Cer�fied copy of the basic 
applica�on. Documents in 

any other language has to be 
provided with its English 

transla�on.

2 months from filing

Addi�onal Documents for Claiming a Conven�on Priority

• Notarized
• Cer�fied
 
• Cer�fied

Copy of:-
• Assignment deed  
• Document of name       
change
• Document of address       
change

Documents Remarks Time of Filing

Any�me a�er registra�on

Documents for Filing a Request of Recordals of Assignments & Changes

Documents Remarks Time of Filing
Copy of registra�ons in 

various countries
no legaliza�on On filing date

Copy of adver�sements / 
brochures of the products 

bearing the mark

no legaliza�on; 
as many and 

as early as possible
On filing date

Documents for Filing an Opposi�on of Counter-Opposi�on 
(Deadline for Applying is during 3 Months Publica�on Period of the Trade Mark Applica�on to be Opposed)

On Filing Date
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Trademark 
Application

Formality
Examination

Substantive
Examination

Decision of 
Registrar

Office Action

Acceptance

Approve Reject

Application Refused

Appeal to High Court

Opposition 
Established

Response to 
Office Action

12-15 
months

Every applicant is required to submit an
application with the Brunei Trademark
Office.

On submission of the application, the
Trademarks office will examine the
application for statutory compliances. Such
examinations could lead to office actions.
Applicants will be informed and also given
an opportunity to reply to such office
actions.

A trademark which passes through
examination be published in the government
gazette subject to the satisfaction of the
registrar.

Third parties can oppose the
application within three months
of publication.

If the opposition to the
registration is resolved in favour
of the applicant, or if there are no
opposition, the trademark will be
registered and a registration
certificate will be issued.

No Opposition
Third Party 
Opposition

Notice of
Publication

Issuance of
Certificate

Opposition
Procedure

Opposition
Rejected
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On 1 January 2012, the Patents Order 2011 and Patents Rules 2012 came into 
effect. The Brunei's Patent Order 2011 replaces the previous re-registra�on 
system of Singapore, Malaysia, UK and EP (designa�ng UK) patents and estab-
lishes an independent patent system.

Legisla�on
Patents Order 2011 and Patents Rules 2012

Patentability Criteria
• A patent should sa�sfy the following criteria to claim protec�on: 
 ∆ new
 ∆ involves an inven�ve step
 ∆ capable of industrial applica�on
• An inven�on of a method of treatment on the human and/or animal body involving surgery, 
therapy, or diagnosis is not patentable as they cannot be applied industrially. 
• An inven�on that encourages offensive, immoral or an�-social behavior is not patentable – 
even if it sa�sfies the criteria of patentability.

U�lity Innova�ons
N/A in Brunei

Membership
√ - Paris Conven�on
√ - PCT

Rule of Priority
Conven�on priority cannot be claimed in Brunei. The applica�on system in Brunei Darussalam 
operates on a ‘first-to-file’ basis, that is, the first person to file an applica�on will have priority 
over others for the same inven�on.

Dura�on
The term of a patent granted under the Order shall be 20 years from its filing date. Annual 
fees shall be payable in respect of the fi�h year onwards.
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Applica�on
Every applicant is required to submit an 
applica�on to the registrar of patents 
within 12 months of priority date.

Publica�on
The applica�on will be published a�er 
18 months a�er the date of filing of the 
applica�on. 

Preliminary Examina�on
A formali�es examina�on for forms will 
be carried out to ensure statutory com-
pliance within 21 months from the filing 
date.

Examina�on
There are 4 ways of examina�on, details 
of which can be found in the following 
page.

Registra�on
Upon the receipt of a search and exami-
na�on report, the applicant would have 
to assess if it is worthwhile to proceed 
to obtain a grant of a patent and main-
tain the patent. If the applicant chooses 
to do so, he would then submit a 
request for grant within 42 months from 
filing date. The grant of a patent will 
take approximately 2-4 years depending 
on the complexity of the inven�on. On 
grant, a cer�ficate of grant would be 
issued, and this fact and date of grant 
will be published in the Patents Journal.
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Examina�on Op�on 1:
Request For Local Search and Examina�on (Non-
PCT)
The applicant may request a search within 13 
months from the priority date to be followed by a 
request for examina�on within 21 months from the 
priority date or a combined search and examina�on 
within 21 months from the priority date.

Examina�on Op�on 2.1:
No�fica�on To Rely on Prescribed Informa�on 
From a Prescribed Patent Office (Non-PCT)  or Inter-
na�onal Preliminary Report on Patentability ( For 
PCT Na�onal Entry)
The applicant can furnish prescribed informa�on ( 
ie, search, examina�on results and claims in English) 
of corresponding foreign applica�on from a 
prescribed patent office (namely, from either 
Europe, USA, Japan, Australia, Canada, United 
Kingdom, New Zealand or South Korea)  ( for 
non-PCT filing) or IPRP ( for PCT na�onal entry) to 
meet local grant requirements within 42 months 
from the priority date. Please be informed that 
under this op�on, the claims must either be the 
same or narrow in scope as compared to the claims 
in the corresponding applica�on that have been 
examined for novelty, inven�ve step and industrial 
applicability.

Examina�on Op�on 2.2:
No�fica�on To Rely on Prescribed Informa�on 
Under the Slow Track (Non-PCT)
If the applicant is unable to produce prescribed 
informa�on showing final results or grant of foreign 
applica�on from a prescribed patent office, the 
applicant can opt to proceed under the slow track by 
filing a block extension of �me by 39 months and 
extend the deadline for filing the no�fica�on or 
prescribed informa�on to 60 months.

Examina�on Op�on 3:
Request For Local Search and Examina�on Under 
the Slow Track (PCT Na�onal Entry)
The applicant can file a block extension of �me by 39 
months and request local examina�on based on the 
Interna�onal Search Report or request combined 
search and examina�on at �me of reques�ng the 
block extension, similar to the slow track op�on of a 
non-PCT applica�on.



Filing Requirements PCT Na�onal Phase Applica�on:- 

• Request for the grant of a patent;

• A copy of the PCT applica�on in English 
language (i.e. request form PCT/RO/101);

• The details of the PCT applica�on (suitably, 
the bibliographic page as published by 
WIPO);

• One copy of the PCT specifica�on as origi-
nally filed (in or translated to English);

• One copy of any amendments filed in the 
interna�onal phase (in or translated to 
English);

• An Appointment of Agent form signed by 
the applicant; and

• A statement explaining how the applicant 
derives its right to the patent from the 
inventor, normally by virtue of assignment 
or employment.

The following informa�on and/or 
documents are required to file an 
applica�on for a patent applica�on 
in Brunei:-

Direct Na�onal Applica�on:-

• Request for the grant of a patent:-
∆ the name and address of the applicant;
∆ the name and address of the inventor;
∆ a specifica�on comprising a descrip�on, 
claims and any necessary drawings; and
∆ the country and filing par�culars of basic 
applica�on whose priority is claimed. 

• Appointment of Patent Agent.

• A statement explaining how the applicant 
derives its right to the patent from the 
inventor, normally by virtue of assignment 
or employment.

• There is no requirement for the filing of an 
assignment from inventor to applicant.

Copyright Reserved © PINTAS IP GROUP

BRU
N

EI   PATEN
T

03w w w . p i n t a s - i p . c o m
E: marketing@pintas-ip.com



Documents Remarks Time of Filing
Priority documents Cer�fied copy of the basic 

patent applica�on
Within 2 months 

a�er filing

Appointment of 
Agent (PF41)

Within 2 months 
a�er filing

Addi�onal Documents for Conven�on Patent Applica�on

Documents Time of Filing
Interna�onal Preliminary Report on Patentability based on 

Interna�onal Preliminary Search Report (Chapter I); or On filing date

Interna�onal Preliminary Report on Patentability based on 
Interna�onal Preliminary Examina�on Report (Chapter II) On filing date

Addi�onal Documents for Entry of PCT Na�onal Phase in Brunei

Documents Remarks Time of Filing
Patent specifica�on, claims 

and abstract in English 
No legaliza�on required On filing date

Drawings (If Any) On filing date

Basic Requirements
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Documents To Be Furnished
For Filing A Patent Application in Brunei
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Filing Application

Preliminary
Examination

Publication on
18 months

Substantive
Examination

Written Opinion

Response to
Written Opinion

Issue unsolved
-Negative Examination

Report Issued

Issue solved
Positive Examination

Report Issued

Reject
Request for

Grant

Issuance of Certificate
of Grant

Post grant
publication

4-6
years

• Paris Convention:
21 months from filing date

• PCT : 42 months from 
priority date

Every applicant is required to submit an application to
the registrar of patents within 12 months of priority
date.

A formalities examination for forms will be carried out to
ensure statutory compliance within 21 months from the
filing date.

The application will be published after
18 months after the date of filing of the
application.

There are 4 ways of examination, details
of which can be found in the following
page.

Upon the receipt of a search and examination
report, the applicant would have to assess if it is
worthwhile to proceed to obtain a grant of a patent
and maintain the patent. If the applicant chooses to
do so, he would then submit a request for grant
within 42 months from filing date. The grant of a
patent will take approximately 5 years depending
on the complexity of the invention. On grant, a
certificate of grant would be issued, and this fact
and date of grant will be published in the Patents
Journal.
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Legisla�on
The Emergency (Industrial Designs) Order 1999, Industrial Design (Interna�onal Registra�on) 
Rules, 2014.

Effec�ve 01 October 2012, the Registry of Industrial Designs in Brunei has been transferred 
from the A�orney General's Chambers to the Patent Registry Office (PRO).

Defini�on
“Industrial Design” is defined “as features of shape, configura�on, pa�ern or ornament 
applied to an ar�cle 
by any industrial process, being features which in the finished ar�cle appeal to and are judged 
by the eye, but does not include - 
• method or principle of construc�on; or
• features of shape or configura�on of an ar�cle which –
 ∆ are dictated solely by the func�on which the ar�cle has to perform; or
 ∆ are dependent upon the appearance of another ar�cle of which the ar�cle is intended  
 by the designer to form an integral part.”

Criteria
To claim protec�on, a design has to fulfill the following condi�ons:-
• design must be new, that is, it has not been registered, published, used or sold in Brunei 
Darussalam or elsewhere before the date on which the applica�on of registra�on was logged 
appearance of ar�cle must be material;
• design must be applied industrially, that is, it has been applied to more than fi�y ar�cles 
which altogether do not cons�tute a single ar�cle or to ar�cles manufactured in lengths and 
pieces except hand-made ar�cles.

Rule of Priority
A claim to priority right must be applied for within six (6) months from the filing date of the 
first applica�on in a Paris Conven�on Country or WTO member or successor in �tle, subject to 
compliance with any prescribed condi�ons.

Dura�on and Renewal
A Registered Design can last for an ini�al period of 5 years from the filing date of the applica-
�on for registra�on. Therea�er, the registra�on may be renewed up to a maximum of 15 
years, subject to the payment of renewal fees.
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Applica�on
Every design applica�on has to be filed 
with the Registry.

Examina�on
The Registrar on receipt will accord a 
filing date; and will proceed to examine 
the applica�on on the “formal require-
ments”. If there are deficiencies with 
regards to the formal requirements, the 
applicant will be no�fied and given the 
opportunity to correct the deficiencies 
within a prescribed period.

Registra�on
If the formal requirements are sa�sfied 
then as soon as prac�cable a�er such 
examina�on, but subject to Sec�on 27, 
the Registrar shall on payment of the 
prescribed fees register the industrial 
design by entering the prescribed 
par�culars in the Register.

Procedures Filing Requirements
The following informa�on and/or 
documents are required to file an 
applica�on for an industrial design 
applica�on in Brunei:-

• The name and address of the applicant.

• Where the applicant is not the industrial 
designer, a statement explaining the 
applicant’s rights in rela�on to the indus-
trial design. 

• An address in Brunei Darussalam for the 
services of documents.

• A translitera�on of the name of the appli-
ca�on, if it is not in Roman le�ers.

• A statement iden�fying the ar�cle or 
ar�cles to which the industrial design is 
intended to be applied.

• A statement iden�fying the classifica�on 
of the ar�cle or ar�cles to which the indus-
trial design is intended to be applied, 
according to the class and sub-class of the 
classifica�on establish by the Lacarno 
Agreement.

• Six addi�onal representa�ons of the 
industrial design.
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Documents Remarks Time of Filing

Drawing / Photographs

The size shall be not more 
than 160 millimeters by 

160 millimeters, and one side 
of the representa�on shall not 

be less than 30 millimeters.

On filing date

Basic Requirements
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Documents To Be Furnished
For Filing An Industrial Design Application in Brunei

Note: 
Where any document or part of a document is not in the English Language, it shall be accom-
panied by a transla�on into the English Language and such transla�on shall be verified to the 
sa�sfac�on of the Registrar as corresponding to the original text. No notariza�on is required. 
This also applies to documents suppor�ng any Statements.
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Filing Application

Preliminary
Examination

Grant
Negative 

Examination Report

AmendmentNotice of
Grant

Processing of
Certificate

Issuance of
Certificate

Registration
Announcement

12 months

Every design application has to be filed
with the Registry.

The Registrar on receipt will accord a
filing date; and will proceed to examine
the application on the “formal
requirements”. If there are deficiencies
with regards to the formal requirements,
the applicant will be notified and given
the opportunity to correct the
deficiencies within a prescribed period.

If the formal requirements are
satisfied then as soon as practicable
after such examination, but subject to
Section 27, the Registrar shall on
payment of the prescribed fees
register the industrial design by
entering the prescribed particulars in
the Register.
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Tel:  +65-6250 2070
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Pintas Inc (Customer Service O�ce)
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  Jalan Stesen Sentral 5, KL Sentral, 50470 Kuala Lumpur, 
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