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TRADEMARK HANDBOOK
PHILIPPINES

Disclaimer: This IP HANDBOOK is intended to provide general guidelines only and not advice with regard 
to speci�c cases. The information given is non-exhaustive. Please also note that the relevant law and its 
interpretation are subject to change. 
You should contact us for advice speci�c to your own situation. Whilst every e�ort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of the information, Pintas IP Group shall not be responsible for any inaccuracies or 
omissions, however caused therein. Nor can any responsibility be accepted for any loss or damage to any 
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Legislation
• R.A. 8293: The Intellectual Property Code, as amended by R.A.s 9150, 9502, and 10372;
• R.A. 623: Use of Duly-Stamped and Marked Containers (1951), as amended by R.A. 5700;
• Rules and Regulations on Trademarks, Service Marks, Trade names, and Marked or Stamped 
Containers of 2017;
• Philippine Regulations Implementing the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Con-
cerning the International Registration of Marks (2017).

Definition
"Mark" means any visible sign capable of distinguishing the goods (trademark) or services 
(service mark) of an enterprise and shall include a stamped or marked container of goods. 

Your mark will NOT BE registered if it is:
• Descriptive 
Examples are “DURABLE” for shoes (describes the quality), “A LITER” for cooking oil (quantity), and so is “KITCH-
EN”  for cooking utensils (intended purpose).

• Misleading
Marks that are likely to deceive or have the tendency to misinform the consumers about the actual characteris-
tics of the goods or services like “BOLPENS” for pencils, “COLA” for alcoholic beverages, “BULAKAN” for sweets 
not originating from or produced in Bulacan.

• Generic and Customary to Trade
Generic marks are names of products they seek to identify. For instance, “KAP KEYK” for cupcakes, ”CAFFE” for 
coffee and “MAKINAH” for machines.

• Contrary to Public Order or Morality
Marks that are against the common standard of morality. An example is “PRO-TERRORISM” for clothing.

• Consists of Names, Portraits of Persons, Maps, Flags and Other Political Symbols
Marks that contain names or portraits of living individuals may be rejected unless the individual gives written 
consent. For instance, no one can use the picture of Manny Pacquiao as a trademark unless he is Mr. Pacquiao 
himself or he was duly authorized by Mr. Pacquiao.

• Shape and Color
Shapes must be distinctive from the usual shape of goods or containers of the goods, in order to be considered 
a trademark. One classic example is the COKE BOTTLE. Color alone is not accepted unless it is defined by a given 
form. 

• Marks That May Cause Confusion
Our mark cannot be registered if it is identical with or similar to a registered mark or a mark with earlier filing 
date for goods and services that are exactly the same or for goods and services that are related.  Consumers 
should not confuse your mark with the marks of others.

• Identical with, or confusingly similar to Well-Known Marks
Marks that are identical with or similar to marks that are known internationally and in the Philippines will be 
refused registration.
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Every applicant is required to submit an
application with Intellectual Property Office of the
Philippines.

A Trademark application is examined 3 to 6
months from the date of filing.

The IPO then issues a notice of allowance and
publishes the application 12 to 24 months from
the filing date. An application fee is required to be
paid within 2 months from mailing date of notice
of allowance. IPO publishes the application in the
official gazette for purpose of opposition within 6
to 8 months from notice.

Where no opposition is field, a
notice of issuance and publication
is issued by the IPO within 3
months from the publication of
the notice of allowance.

Aggrieved parties are required to submit
oppositions within 30 days from the date of
publication.

The IPO issues a certificate of
registration within 5 to 7 months
of notice of issuance subsequent
to payment of fees by the
applicant within 2 months from
mailing date of notice of issuance.
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